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transfer of the powers of supervision of all milk production to the Ministry
of Agriculture.   This lack of uniformity was due to the following causes :
(1)  Want of interest on the part of the officials concerned.
(2)  The impossibility of properly supervising the  production  of milk in
addition to other duties, especially in rural areas, owing to the number of
producers involved and the inadequacy of the available staff.
(3)  Lack of knowledge of the principles and practice of clean milk production
with consequent inability to meet the farmer on his own ground.    Only some
50 per cent, of the Sanitary Inspectors, who were formerly responsible for farm
inspections, had attended clean-milk courses, and many of those were never
intimately concerned with the production of milk.
(4)  The absence in all milk legislation of any definite guiding principles
which would help to secure uniformity in various districts.    With supervision
placed in the hands of a central authority, it is likely that some measure of
uniformity will be ultimately achieved.    It is  admitted  that the legislation
available might have been more fully utilised than has been the case, but no
comparative standards with regard to vital matters were given for the official's
guidance.
(5)  The deplorable lack of interest and support given by many Councils to
the officers concerned.    It is hardly necessary to state that no official has been
able to give of his best unless fully and wholeheartedly supported by his Council.
There are two types of producers with which inspecting officials have to
deal:
(1)  The Type which is amenable to reason
This category includes those producers who are prepared to learn new
methods and improve on existing ones, always provided that such new
ideas are better than those which they happen to be using at the time. They
are men with open minds, alert and ready to move with the times and
willing to provide modern facilities to meet modern requirements. This
type of producer can be dealt with easily and simply by education, and the
inspection of their premises should be carried out with this pioneer idea in
mind. It is not necessary to bring legal fulminations to bear upon them, nor
to treat them as law-breakers because of any trifling peccadillo which they
may have committed. Indeed, it will probably be found that there is no
producer who has not broken the law in some minor detail, either through
ignorance or want of thought. It is always advisable to make suggestions to
such producers concerning new methods, but it is essential that these
suggestions should in every case be accompanied by the logical reasons
which have prompted them.
(2)  The Type which is not amenable to reason
This type, fortunately in a minority, is represented by those producers
who will not move with the times and who are indifferent to progress,
preferring the crude methods of their forefathers to the modern dictates of
hygiene. There are still far too many of this type producing milk, greatly
to the detriment of the good and careful producer. There is only one way
of dealing with such persons, and that is by compulsion, as their mentality,
unfortunately, does not allow them to understand the value of progressive
educational measures. It should always be remembered that, quite apart
from any ethical considerations, the interest of the milk tratte itself demands
the immediate abolition of this class of producer.
The cowshed, in charge of a careful producer has an atmosphere of its
own, and a person making an inspection of such premises will quickly